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A Sermon of Chrif 
Miracles. 


| Tobn.9.16, 

Then ſaid ſome of the Phariſees : This man 
is not of God, becauſe hee keepeth not 
the Sabboth ; others ſayd ; How can a 
man that is a finner doe ſack miracles ? 
And there was a diſſention among 2 


>=) B this verſe is ſet downe a 
double opini5 wyich the Pha- 
i riſees held concerning Chzif, 
C | and eſpectally concerning the 
= wo:ks which he had wzonght 
among them. Some of them haue perem-- 
. toguly and flatly condemned him, ſaying, 
that he was a man that was not of God:and. 
tkey render a reaſon; oz rather a haddow - 
of a reaſon: namety betauſe he keepeth not 
the Sabboth, but their opinion was raſh, 
and their indgement falſe and erronious; 
pꝛotieding from the mallice and hatred of 
the perſon of Chzit. Aifo that which they 
hatis bfed foz a reaſon , we haue ſhewed 
that it is likewiſe falſe : foz CPR IST: 
Was fo farre from bzeaking the Bab 
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'baoth,o2 any part of the law, that he did in 
fall perfection fullfill the whole lawe of 


PF 


God, 
Ho followeth the opinion of the ſc- . 
cond (ozt of Pharaſies , which ſavd; How 
can man that is a ſinner doe ſuch miracles? 
as if the hoip Ghoſt ſhonld ſap: If dur Sa⸗ 
niour Chꝛiſte were ſuch a pꝛophaner and 
breaker of the Saboath. as you ſurmiſe 
him to be, then it were impoſſible foz him, 
to doe ſuch range and wonderfull mi- 
racles, as we (ce he hath wrought : of this 
wee haue ſpoken befoꝛe, and ſhall ſpcake 
moꝛe hereafter, when we haue ſpoken ge- 
nerally of Miracles, of the wozkes of them: 
and therefoꝛe of the power of God, in woꝛ- 
king them, and alſo the power of angels, of 
Satan and of men there in. Whereas it is 
ſavd; How can man that is a ſinner do ſuch 
Miracles: theſe men do inſin nate, that ſin- 
- ners can doe ſome miracles in the ſight of 
men, but to doe ſuch a miracle, as to ture a 
man beeing blind from his birth, was im- 
poſſible fo2 them. It is impoſſible that any 
ſimmer ſhould do this 02 any ſuch miracles 
which Chꝛiſt did, wee are therefore to 
Hew, fit, what a miracle is, that enerp 
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ane viiderſanding the nature thereof,map 
make ſuch p2oper and peculiar vſe of the 


ſame, as he ought. 

2 mirage is nothinge elſe but a rars - 
wo:ke apparently wzought by the ſole. om⸗ 
nipotent power of God, cleane contrary to 
the oꝛder and inſtinct of nature, far aboue 
nature o: naturall cauſes. 

J vſe ſo many wozds,that J may ſpeake 
to the capacity of all the people, whereas 
otherwiſe J might vſe fewer, we are ther- 
foze firſt to know, that it is a wozke,foz in⸗ 
deedeit muſt be in it ſelfe a true wozke, 
died, oꝛ fact, otherwiſe it cannot init ſelfe, 
and of it ſelfe, make men to muſe and mar⸗ 
uell ar it: at le aſt it cannot make wiſe men 
to maruell at it. Jftherefo:e it be a mira. 
cle, it muſt be a ſenſible wozke,not a works 
inſhew, fltnſion oz deceit, but a wozke in 


nature, in d&@d- and in truth: if it bee but 


an appearance of a woꝛke, it is no miracle. 
If it bee oncly in illuſton of the ſenles, it is 
no miracle. It is then true that the illuũds - 
of ſathan are no miracles, foꝛ hee doth no⸗ 
thing but delude the ſenſes of men, neither 
is it the eeletity oꝛ agitity of mens hands 
which are miracles, as of Jugglers, which 
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deceine the people by all actinity in con. 
tinuing the thing which they do. Foz they 
do not any true wozke, bat by their dexte- 
rity decetue mens fenſes* Thaſe there- 
fo:e are no miracles, foz euerp miracle 
muſt be a true wozke, and fact indeed. J 
therefoze firſt call a miracle, a wozke, to 
ſeperate it from thoſe that ſ&eme to bee 
mitacles, and pet are not, as by the wozks 
of ſathan and his members, and alſo thoſe 
that are done by agility of man, which are 
woꝛkes in ſdew, hut not in deed. This 
kinde of miracle which is a true wozke, 
- hath biene wrought by diuers of GODS 
Childzen,as Moſes when hee was ſent to 
deliuer the people of Araell out of Egypt, 
did wozke many miracles , to teſtifv that 
he was ſent of the Lo2d. Ve made Frogs, 
not in appearance but indeed : hee turned 
the water of the riuer into bloud, not in 
appearance but in ded, Soe alſo Elias 
wronght miracles.notin ſhew but in det, 
So Chꝛiſt wrought miracles not in ſbew, 
but in dd. Fo: Lazarus being dead in⸗ 
derd, he raiſed him vp ag sine in ded: when 
thewine wanted at the mariage, he turned 
Water in deed into wine in deed, as pure 
v ine 
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wine as av inſued out of the Uine, and 
ſo are all the miracles which he did, wozks 


in ded, 4not onelp in appearance. Mhen 


therefoze wee ſ& any wonderfull thinge 
come to paſſe, wee muſt examine it whe⸗ 
ther it bee a wozke in ded,oz only in appe- 
rance. If it bee not a wozke in died, as be 5 
illuſtons of ſath an, aud of men, which de⸗ 
teiue the ſenſes, do not bzing any worke 
to paſſe, then is it not a true miracle. Foz 
euezy true miracle which the Lo2d hath 
wronght himſelfe,o2 any of the Þ2ophets, 
o2 our Sauisur Chꝛiſt, haue bene true 
wozkes. Secondly, J hall call it a rare 
woꝛke of God, foz the wozkesof & OD, 
there be ſome which are bſuall, common eq - 
o2dinary 2 as the pzeſernation ofmankind, 
is an oꝛdinary and bſaall wozk of God and 
tt is tznelp ſavd of the holy Ghoſt : that we 
l:ne, mmue, e haue our being in the L 02d: 
pet becauſe this is bſaall, ozdinary, # com» 
mon, pea dayly and hourcly,(fo2 the Lo2d 
doth oꝛdinarily onerp day and houre, pꝛe- 
ſerue men, otherwiſe they could not live ) 
JI ſap becauſe it is ozdinary, daily ehonre- 
lv, we cannot p2operly call it a miracle, fo 


it doth make men ts maruel, to mi ſe, to be 


anazed 


I 
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amaſed and aſfonted at it ſc&ing it is ſoe v⸗ 
ſuall and oꝛdinarv among them. 

Foz it is the nature of miracles to, to 
make men muſe and marucll at them , and 
therefoze when as in the Euangeliſts, any 
miracle which our ſauiour Chꝛiſt wrought 
is ſet downe, there alſo immediately fol- 
loweth, that the people were aftomied : 
therefoꝛe that which is nſuall, and com- 
mon, cannot pꝛoperly be called à miracle. 
A miracle therefoze mult be a rare wozke 
of God, ſtldsm bzought to palle, 4 foz this 
cauſe we cannot ſav, that repentante, oz re⸗ 
generation is a miracle, foz although re⸗ 
pentance be wꝛought in few, pet is it not 


pꝛoperlp a miracle, betauſe it is ord inarilp, 


and vſuallv at one time oꝛ another wꝛought 
in the hearts of Gods childꝛen. Ther bs al- 
ſo many ſtrange and wonderfull wozkes 
of nature, pet becauſe thep are not rare 
but vſnail, and ordinary, they be no mira 
cles. An Adamaat ſtone (we know not by 
What fozce) will dzaw Jron to it ſelfe : 
Aron is heaup of it ſelfe, and of it ſelfe can⸗ 
not poſſibly moone from place to place, 
vet an Adamant ik it bee abone it wil vzaw 
it toit ſeife, which is very ſtrange and 

admirable 
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admirable, pet becanſe it is bſuall and 
common, it cannot be called a miracle. So 

we map ſe the nature and power of ſome 

water, to turne that which in nature is 

gold, into ſtone: tyal is knowne to be true 
by expetience, vet no man can ſhe to ano rca⸗ 

ſon, why that waler ſhould rather doe it, 

then any other. 

Although this bee ſtrange and wanders 
full, yet becauſe it is vſuall and oꝛdinarp, 
vet in thoſe waters, it is no miracle: fo2 cs 
uerꝑ miracle is a rare wo2k that commrty 
to paſſe not oꝛdinarilp, but very üldome. 

This wozkeis called rare, cyther in re- 
gard of the thing wroaght,c; in regard of 
the manner of wozking it. 

Firtinreſpect of the thing wrought: as 
when the LORD ſent down Manna from 
heauen, to feed ſuch a great number of pc o- 
ple as the Iſraelites were, this was very 
rare in regard of the thing wrougizt, So 
when the Lozd made the Sunne to ſtav in 
the element: ſo like lolſe / as we mar read) 
whe the Loꝛd made the ſhadow of p Dieli 
to go back. Secondly, a miracle is rare in 
regarde of the manner of working it, a5 
when the water was turned into bloud, 

it 
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it was not a rare th ing to ſ blond, but 
the manner of wozking it, as namely with 
a Rod, mas molt rare and was neuer ſeene 
be foze. Do we do ſc that Chꝛiſtʒ manner 
of healing the blind- man was very rare: 
theref22e a miratie: if it bee a miracle in- 
d&d, ſirſt it mult be a true wozke, Seconds 
lu a rare worke, either in regard of the 
thing it ſelfe, oꝛ in regard of the manner of 


doing it, 
Apparantly wrought,&c, 

Thirdly, a miracle muff haue this an- 
nerd bnto it: fa2 it muſt not bes obſcure, 
bu: apparent, J mraue not to the reaſon 
- andindgment of men, but to mans fenſe, 
that is, to ſome of his ſenſes, oz £8 all of 
them, without contzouerſte oz doubtinge. 
This wee ſhall (ce in all true miracles 
wꝛought by God, to bee of this nature, 
namely tleare and euident to mans ſer 
ſes: foꝛ either men did feele ttem, as the 
darkenes in Bgypt, oꝛ elfe they might tou: 
them, taſte them, 83 ſmell them. hen the 
Loꝛd bꝛought bis people of Iſraell from E- 
gipt, al the miracles which hee by his pow- 
erhad wrought among them, were moff 


apparent vnts mans fenſe, As namely 
when 


: 
2 
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when they went though the red ſea, there 
de made $ waters to deuide them⸗ſelues, 
and to ſtand like mighty mountaines on 
each ſide of them:in ſuch ſoꝛt, that they did 
moſt manifeſtly ſæ, and behold the ſame. 
So like wife thep ſaw , when Moſcs ſtroke 
the ſtonp rock, ſo that therout guſhed was 
ter. So thep ſaw molt eumidently the walls 
of lericho fall down: and therefoꝛe if there 
be anv miracle which is not apparent ot it 
ſelfe, it is no miracle. Like wiſe what 
wozkes fo euer bee done by ſatan o2 any of 
his Angels, (fit be not euident x fo be dil⸗ 
cerned by mans ſence,hence we know that 
it is no miracle. Let vs by this pꝛoperty of 
a true miracle, eramine the miracle of the 
Altar of the Church ol Rome, ſoꝛ in the ſa- 
trament of the Altar, after the Pꝛieſt hath 
ſaid a few wo2ds as theſe , (hoc eft corpus 


_ mewn ) they tcach b there a firange wozke 


is brought to paſſe: foz the fubtance of the 
bꝛead which was on the altar, is gone and 
is changed into the body of Chꝛiſt: ikit 
were ſo, then indeed it were a miracle: but 
if it be à miracle, then men map diſ. erne it 
by ſame ſence 02 other: Foꝛ let them ſhew 
mee an inſtance where the Lord wzought 
an 
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an» mira'le which hee did not ſubiect to 
the lenſes of man, but in this there is no 
miracle, which nan bee diſcerned by the 
enſ:3 : fo2 the bꝛead in the iudgment of 
all the ſcaſes, ſ nc th the ſame that it was 
befoꝛe to we ſight, it ficmcth to be the ve · 
ty lame in ſubſtance, of the ſame qualttys 
and colour that it was of befoze,it hath the 
ſame taſte it had befoꝛe, to tho handling it 
appeareth the ſame that it was befoꝛe, and 
hath the ſame ſmelling that it had befoze, 
there is not any ſenſe that iudgeth now o⸗ 
ther wiſe of it, then it did befoꝛe, and ther. 
foze it can be no true miracls. Indeed if be⸗ 
fo:e J ſaing it to be bꝛead, taſting, ſmel⸗ 
linge, and touchinge it, do iudgs it to bee 
bꝛe ad NIE ul now, ſeing,ſmelling,taſting, 
aud ſœling it, perceive it to be the body of 
Chꝛiſt: it were a true miracle: but ſæing 
to all the ſenſes it appeareth one and the 
ſame that it was befoze, it cannot be a mi⸗ 
racle: but they ſay the outward foꝛme and 
externall accident of the bzeab pet remai- 
neth, but the lubſtance of it is turned inte 
dr bop of Theilt. which though wee can? 
not perteiue by our lenſes, vet wee are to 

boluue by faith. But how did Chziſt —— 
f 1 e- 
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felfe deale with Thomas, when hee doub- 
ted of his reſurrection? he ſayd; Thruitthy 
finger into my fide , and feele whether 1 
haue not fleſh and bones , for a ſpirit hath 
not as thou feeleſt me to haue; hrt taketh 
away his doubt by the ſenſe of feelings : 
and if this true naturali body of Chꝛiſt 
were there inthe bzead, then might wee 
feele as Thomas did, fo2 Chzift ſtill retay⸗ 
neth that his true and naturall bodp, al- 
though hee bee now gloꝛiſied. In⸗ſo⸗muth 
there foꝛe that in the bꝛead, there is no mi⸗ 
racle apparant to the ſenſes, there is noe 
miracle at all. Eut this is the diſterence 


(in Gods Church) that be foꝛe it was com⸗ 


mon bꝛead, oꝛdained and ſanctiſied by the 
Loꝛd, fo2 the nonriſhment of our bbvves, 
but now it is the holp bead, appeynted, 
and ſet apart, and ſanctified by the Loꝛd, 
not ſo much fz the nouriſhment of our 


bodies,, but eſpecially fo2 the conff2macion 


of our fayth and the kode of our ſoules. 
The ſame alſo is to bs ſaid of the Wine. 
Fourthly J adde: Wrought by the 
ſole omnipotent power of G OD, Mhere⸗ 
in J note the woꝛkers of miracles. Ths 
LD RD himſelfe wozketh miracles, but 
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peculiarly and pꝛoperly by his power, anb 
not by his wiſdom though both be infinite 


- & that a miracle is wꝛought by the power 


of God, J pꝛoue by theſe reaſons. Firſt a 
miracle is a mozke of gzeat power farre 
paſſing the power of all creatures, there- 
foe tt muſt nedes bee wzought by that 
power of the Creato2. 

Secondly,it is apparent by diuers pla- 
ces of the woꝛd of God, as loel. 2.21.30, 
there the holy Ghoſt aſcribeth the wozk- 
ing of miracles to the LO him. ſelfe. 1 
will ſhew wonders in he auen & earth, ſaith/ 
the Lozo, 1 care not O land, for I will doe 
great things. Thirdly, the holy Ghalt v- 
ſeth this as an argument to prone ; that 
Ichouab is the Lord, and is onely to bee ſer- 
ued, Leuit. 26. Deut. 28. Alveit the Pagi 
tians of Egypt could wozke many admi⸗ 

rable wonders by their 8wne Art, and by 
the infkruction ofthe Diuell, vet they con- 
feſſed that the workes of Moſes were not 
done by Moſes power, noꝛ vet by art oz 
ſkill that was in Moſes, noꝛ by any natural 


- canſes,but by the finger of Gad, which is 


nothing elſe but his power. By this argu- 
ment doth Chzilt pꝛous. that his — 
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were not done by the power of Be!zcbub: 
If Iby the finger of God caſt out diuels, by 
whome doe your Children caſt them out. 
Laſtlv, this map alſo appeate by the con- 
ſideration of the meancs which the Lo2d 
bſeth in wozking of miracle s. As the ſha- 
dow of Peter to cure diſcaſes. Can any 
mans ſhadowy cure another: No, but the 
Lo2d would hane that this meanes ſhould 
chew that the things were wrought by 
bis powez. So the Yandkerchcr of Paul 
did cure diſeaſes , not that there were en 
ſuch vertues in it, but that it came from 
the Loꝛd: So alſo did the hem of Chꝛiſis 
garment: is there any power in the hem 
of a mans garment to cure diſeaſes? ſurs- 
ly no, but the Low bſeth that means to 
teach vs thereby that his power cnclp 
doth wozke it. Here then wee muſt ac- 
knowledge, that miracles are wzonght 
onely by the Lozd,and ſcrue greatly to the 
aduancing of his gloꝛv. 
Laſtly wee muff confider, that a 
racle is contrarve to the inffinct ot 
Nafmze. Nature had neuer any ſich 
irclination , as fo baing to paſſe any 
miracle, as when the water Goods on 


two 
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two parts, nature had adeſire to make the 
waters runne, {rhcn as then the waters 
Uood, it. was contrarv to nature. 


The Vie. 


The vic tha: we muſt make hcreof, is to 
aus to God that which is his owne, that 
we ſhould acknowlevge him to be the lole 

- authoꝛ and worker of miracles, that either 
haue bene o2 ſhall be in the woꝛld. Ir thou 
glue them to Tatan, then doſt thou conſti- 
tute him, wſted# of the Loꝛd himſelfe. 
Art thau the Le2vs - then know, that nei⸗ 

- thcr ſathan, noz any creature, is able to 
wo:ke ano miracle againft the. If thon 
be his, rather then his name ſhould be dif- 

- honoured by the, hee. will wozk miracu⸗ 
louſin, fo thy god and pꝛeſeruation. 

Further, this ſerueth to ratiſie our faith 
in the power of God. The Dinell 1s his 
ſcruant, whether he will oꝛ not, he can do 
nothing but that which the Loꝛd willeth. 

And hereby wee hold that our bodpes 

«ſhall bee ravſed againe at the laſt day. Fo? 
God is able to wozke all miracles : al 

though there bee neither — = 
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lech left, yet hee is able to ioyne fleth ts 
lech, ine w to ſinew,and raiſe vs bp agatn 
with the lame bodies we had befoze. 


The ſecond part of this 


Sermon. 


; Now remaineth ſome⸗ thing to be ſpe- 
Ken moꝛe plainely and particutarly of wil 
racles. F982 as in all other things;ſs alſo in 
miracles , the & oꝛd vleth diners and ſun⸗ 
dꝛy wapes of woꝛking. Foz either himſolfe 
alone, e of himfelfe alone, oꝛ eiſe he bſeth -- 

ſom creature in p woꝛking of the lame. As 
in the creatid of the wazld he vſed not any 
thing out of himſelfe, but in himſolfe , by 
himſelfe and of himſelfe alone, he cfeates 
all things of nothing. So likewiſe in the 
woꝛking of ſome miracles, it pleaſeth him 
not to admit the vſe of any creature whaty 
ſdeaer. As when he Cayed the ſanne in 
the firmament,he did it of himlelle with⸗ 
ont the helpe of any other, Oo alfo her 
turned backe the ſhadow of the Dpall of 
Azah by him ſelſe alone wittzout the bie 


ol any other. But neuertheleſſe in wozk- 
ing fome * menes, but 


eſpc* 
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man foz the meanes thereof. Js 
miracles w2ought in Egipt, the 


Lozd did wozke them ind ed, but by ths 
hand of Moſes and Aaron. He deuided the 


red (caſo 


that Jſrael paſſed th2ough on 


dꝛve fote, but it was done by Moſcs, Bo 
alſo hee wꝛought many miracles in the 
wildorneſſe befoze the Iſraelites, but by 
the hands of Moſcs and Aaron. So fome 
micacels vere done by Judges, ſome by 
Elizzus, and others of the Pꝛophets. So 


alſo God 


wꝛought miracles afterward, 


not only by his Sonne, but alſo by the 
hands ofthe Apoſtles. So that it is a true 
point of religion, to hold that the Lo2d in 
wozking of miracles, doth often-times bſe 
the meanes of man tþerein. In this doc- 
trine we are to take heed of theſe two dan; 
- gerous points. Firſt. that we derogate no⸗ 
thing from the Paieffic of God, although 
he vſe meanes in the wozking of many mi⸗ 
- racles. Secondly that we do not magnifie 
the Creature, which the Lo2d bſeth, & 
boue that which is connenient . Into 
which verp many haue fallen here-tofoꝛe. 
Foz the anopding tberefoze of them, it 


is neccllarp to hold theſe two points of 
. Religh 


Y C hriſtaMiracles. 1 > 


Relhrion : firſt to belcene and know Hat - 
the omuipotent power of & O D cannot 
bee communicated to any creature. F83 
the Loꝛd ſaith, as of vis wiſdome, iuſtice 
and mercy, ſo glſo of his power. IJ will 


not giue my glozy ts another. Moe are 
there foꝛe to hold, that the power of God 


tannot be ſœme #ny creature whatſoeuer, 
no though it dee an-Angeth of Yeguen. 
Sccondly, that wee muſt know, remem⸗ 
ber, and conſtantly belene, that albeit 
the power of G DD could bee commu- 
nicated to any creature, either in heanen 
oꝛ in earth, pet that there is no creaturs - 
capeable thereof, no creature is able to 
beare it. This is euident in the example 
of Peter, befoze whom when CHRIST 
had wz2ought-a miracle, and hee had ſæne 
ſome ſmall fight of his gloꝛv, he ſapd, De- 
part from mee Lord for] am a ſinfuil man. 
If Peter could not abide the glimmering 
of his glozp , and if it bzonght his ſinnes 
to memoy, ba ſo much that hoe thonght 
himſelfe vnwozthy of his pʒeſence : how 
much moꝛe bnable had hee bene to bears 
the weight thereof? 15 
But ( map ſome ſay pit᷑ this be ſo why 
2 then 
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then doth the L ozd vſe meanes in wozk- 
ing ot myratles: why doth hee vſe men 
Pꝛophets, Apoſtles , pea and thoſe alſo 
which haue ns tuſtifying faith, ano alſo os 
ther creatures: J anſwere, the Lo2d b⸗ 
ſeth them, net becauſe hee ſtands in nede 
of them (fo2 hee can wozke all things of 
himſelfe) neither bſeth he them, that men 
Gould aſcribe leſſe to him, and moze to the 
= creatures which he vſcth, but foz to teach 
vs theſe th2& things. 

Firſt ts teach vs,how his maieſtie deth 
app2one the meanes whereby things are 
brought to paſſe : fo2 if the Loꝛzd vſeth 
meanes when as they be of leſſe bſe,much 
moꝛe will hee appzone when the megnes 
are vſed which haue ſome power to bztng 
things to paſſe. This then is the firlf cauſe 
why the Loꝛd vſeth meanes, to ſhew that 
hee would haue vs kept, maintained, and 
liue in this wo2ld, but ſo , as by bſing 
ſuch mcanes,as his maieſtp ſhall appoint. 
Therefoze no man ought to neglect and 

- contenme the meanes, leaft hee oppoſy 
himſelfe againſt the Lo2d. 

Secondlye , the Lozd dſefh creatures 
in wozking myzacles , to re, - 


A 


wozk- 
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ophold mans weakeneſſe, who is not able 
to loke on his Paieſtie, when hee wozk- 
eth him-ſelle. This is plaine in the er- 
ample of the Jſraelites. Exod. 19. when 
they came to Pount Sinai, to heare the 
Rod, there was ſuch thunder and light⸗ 


ning, and the ſound of a trumpet excading 


lowd , and the Mount all of a ſmoake, be⸗ 
cauſe the Lozd came downe by fire , they 
were ſo bereft of their ſences, and were 
ſo afraide , that afterward they deſired 
the Lozd not toſpeake to themhbimſelfs. 
any moze, buf hat they might haue Moy- 
ſes to ſpeake bnto them, and they would 
beare him, 

Thirdlp, the L oꝛd bſeth meanss foz the 
trpall of out faith, of our religion, md 
conſcience, whether wer will aſcribe the 
wozke that is wꝛought to the wozker 
thereof, oz to the meanes, oz partlye to 


the wozker, oz partly to the meanes , 2 q, 


as (ome doe, all fo the meanes , and none 
to the wozker, The Lozd tryeth whether 


wee will be conſtant, to aſcribe the power, . 


that is in miracles bnto his Paiekfie, 
fozin the myzacles of Chziff, wie ſer how 
dinerllpe they were expounded , albeit 

= they 
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they were cffected by the finger of God, 
pet the Phariſes would not aſcribe them 
tothe wozker, but ſayd, that h w2ought 
miracles by Belzebub the Pꝛinte of Di- 
uels. This is the cozruption of man and 
want of faith : thep are ready to aſcribe 
though not all, vet at the leaſt ſome part 
of the nuracle to creatures , which are but 
the meane, and not wholp fo the L92d, 
who is the onelp wozker of miracles : foz 
theſe canf-s the Lozd vſeth means in woze 
king niiracles , fo teach vs theſe things 
--thercbp, foꝛ all miracles are wzought no 
fo; him, but foꝛ our cauſe. | 
The meancs whick the Load vſeth are 
- of digers ſoꝛts, but t ſpecially thier, \ 
Feirſt, ſome meanes which the L 02d b- 
ſeth in woꝛking of miracles, are ſuch 8s 
map ſeeme to men to hau ſome power in 
them, foz the working of the miracle - Is 
Fs TY T9 when Moſes came to the red ſea, he lift vþ 
his Rod, and ſtrefched ont his hand ouer 
: the waters. So when he tame to the Rock 
. . i to get water foꝛ the people, hee ſtroke the 
Rocke with his ſkaffe, which ſeed to 
haus ſame power in it to make the water 
guſh out of the Nock, as afterward it — 
b ES” | 0 
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The ſecond ſoꝛt of meanes which the 
LOD vſeth , are ſuch as haue not ſo 
much as an appearance of any fo2ce 63 
power, oꝛ vſe, in the wozking of the mira- 
cle. Such was the hem of Ch2iſtes gar- 
ment. The hem ot agarment hathnot fo 
much as an apperance that it ſhould heale 
any that are difeaſed. Such was tue hand- 


kercher of Paul to cure diſeaſes , what are N · 


handkerchers q ſwadling clowtes (as we 
map as well ſav, foz the caring of diſea. 


ſes ) ſuch was the ſhadaive of Peter, 4. 0 Pe + | 


wherevnto ſome comming were healed of 
ther2 diſcaſes, EE 

Theſe were wꝛought when the Apolties 
were ignozant thereof , and when thep 
were occupied about other matters. But 
vet it pleaſeth the lozd ta vſe ſuch meanes, 
although they haue not any appearance of 
any power in the wozking of a miracle. 
Thirdly , the Lo2d bſeth ſuch meanes 
as are not auaplable foz the wo2ke , but 
ſeeme to hinder it, as in curing of the blind 
man, the clay which was made, and lard 
bpon his eres:this Chʒiſt (who was God 
end man) vſed, though it ſcemed to con⸗ 
taine in it a natural! hinderance ty ths 

5 miracle 
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Piracle. Theſe thꝛe ſazt of meaues the 
LORD Hſeth, to teach vs thx nota 
ble points. | 25 
Firtt, he vſeth the ſirſt meanes to trye 
the truth of our fapth, to ſ whether wa 
be ſo lleme in fayth,and whether we will 
fo wholly rely vppon him. as that hec will 
gine all glozy to him fo2 the wozking of 
©. .- the miracle, though the mcanes vſed doe 


ö eme to haue ſome power of bringing it 


paſſs, we muſt there foꝛe le arne to giue 


K. allglozyto the Lozd whatfoence, 


- Secondly , the ſecond ſozt of meanes 
that the Lozd vſeth , is to teach vs, that 
it is has alone that wozketh miracles, and 
not the creature which is vſed , his ole 
omnipotent power doth woꝛke it: Let the 
meanes do 03. be what it will, whether 
it be any creature what-fo-euer , 62 no 


| | treature, as was ths ſhadow of Peter, 


which was nothing , but the abſence of 
light. Let vs acknowledge the L O RD 
fo be the onely canſe and woꝛker of the 


5 miracle. 


. Thirdly,the third ſoꝛt of meanes , tea 
theth vs to giue nothing to the creature 
it ſeife which ts vſed , which is contrar” 

; | 4 i 
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to the opinion of many ſuperſtitions pro- 
ple, and contrary to all Coniarers, Soꝛ⸗ 
terers, oꝛ Caſters of Figures: RA 
maketh them to thinke that the miraci 

is bꝛought to paſſe by him, oꝛ the m anes 
which hes appoynteth , and not by the 
power of God, 

But we muſt acknowleags that al crea; 
tures what-ſo-encr,that al heit the power 
of ngells bee great, pet it all theſe were 
tovned together, vet they were not able to 
wozk the leaſt miracle that could he. Chis 
doctrine hath ſingular vie. Firſt, it te a- 
cheth vs what a miracle is. Second?y, 
what a miracle is not: 3s all manner of ap- 
pearances are no miracles , wyetter they 
be illuſtons of Sathan , 02 pꝛoccœd rom 
the deceipt, ſubtilty, aud * of man, 
none of them ate miracle s. So the pꝛe⸗- 
leruation of mankinde, alvcit it bc atruc 
wozke w:0:ght by God only,vet becauſe 
it is a true vſuail and ozdinary boꝛke , tr 
is no miracle, fo cuerp mit acle s a rare 
woꝛke of God, 

Chirdlo, it teacheth vs that rs we aue 
is a miracle which cannot be felt, tel 
ted. o porceiued be (ome of the ſenſes: 

EMT, Ehen 
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when men therefoꝛe hold vs in hand that 
there is a miracle,vet if we cannot ſ any 
thing,fcelc,mell, o2 tafte any thing, con- 
kracy to the oxdinary manner, there is no 
miracle wꝛought. Lhercfoze let the ma⸗ 
lignant Church of Rome, teach, wꝛite, and 
decree in their councells, that there is a 
miracle wꝛeught in the ſacrifice of their 
Altar: Pet becanſe J can neypther ſ&, 
touch, ſmell, noꝛ taſte amy thing but the 


racle. 

Fourthly,enerp miracle is w2ought by 

the ſole omnipotent power of God. 
If any wozke be done by the power of 
Sathan,oz of anv man: o2 any thing bee 
0 done wonderfully by the power of Nw 
ture, it is no miratlc. If ſathan hath pow» 
er to do any ſtrange thing, it is a natu⸗ 


ö 9 
| ſame that was befoze,it cannot be any mi 


=> 


| rall wozke- , and therefoze no miracle, 


S0 alſo ofthe god Angells. Solikewiſe 

if wee ſ& ſtrange thinges come to pale 

in the Meauens by Naturall canſes, 

3 wee are not to thinke they are any mire 
tles. ; 

Kaſt of all, if any thing fall out acco? 

ding 


it acco; 
ding 
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duig to the rare ſtrength and power of 
foine Maters, oz other creatures, if it fall 
out by Nature , 02 if partly by arc , and 
partly by nature, it is no miracle. UWhats 
ſoeuer thercfoze is not bꝛouaht to paſſe 
by the ſole omnipotent power ot God, and 
that is not contrary o Nature, it is no 
miracle. | 

It followeth now to ſ&, how many ſozts 
an? kindes of miracles there be; I meane 
not haw manp ſozts there bein Raute 
( fo2 ſo there is but onelp cone trac mira 
cle)but in name, and as they are called,f63 
ſo there may be dinerſe, and tins J gather 
out of the woꝛds or theſe Phariſees. Row 
cam man that is a finner do ſuch muracles*tn? 
ſinuating therby , that there be (ome nit- 
racles which finners may doe, vct not 


uch as CR 1 T had done: Out of 
this place then wer gather that in name 


there be two ſoꝛts of miracles. One is a 
true and diuine miracle, which is that 
whereof we haue ſpoken befoze , which is 
an vndeceauable micacle, foꝛ tt is not 
done to deceine any-, but to magniſte 
the wa:ke * 1 and foz the good of 
tem 


as 
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them foꝛ whom it is w2ought,and foz the 
pꝛolit of thoſe which behold it: it is called 
diuine, becauſe it is wꝛought by the ſole 
omnipotent power of God. Beſides this 
there is a falle, vaine, and deceiueable mi- 
racle: falſe J ſay becauſe it is not this, 
fo2 whatſocacr is not this, is a falſe Mi- 
racle , and vaine , becauſe it cannot haue 
any god, godly, p2fitable , and holy vſe 
to the confcience of man, and deceiuea⸗ 
He, becauſe it deludeth men that are to 
diſcernc and indge of it. Thrs is the mi- 
racle which the Phariſces heere ſpeake 
of, the which is granted to bee done by 
the wicked.Ciſc-where in the Scriptures 
wee read, who are the wozkers of this mi- 
- racle,as namely Sathan himſcife doth of- 
ten-times woꝛke it. 
- So alſo his qpiniſfers doe often- times 
woꝛke the ſame, fo2 the holy Ghoſt teach⸗ 
eth vs, Math. 24.24 That in the latter daies 
there ſhall come falſe Chriſts and falſe 
Prophets, and ſhewe great ſignes, and 
-wonders, ſo that if it were poſſible they 
ſhould deceive the verye Elect, Mt 
mult not imagine that the faiſe Chꝛiſts 


ſhall woꝛke true miracies, but they ſhall 
l wozke 
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woꝛke ſuch ſtrange and wonderfull 
things, that they ſhould carry away ma- 
ny after them: nay if the Lo2d had not 
decreede in his ſecret councell to ſane 
them that they ſhould neuer fall away, 
they would alſo deceine them. Where- 
by wee may bee admoniſhed, that ſ&@1 
wer are in the laſt age of the wozld, that 
fearefull times are at hand, wherein falſe 
Chꝛiſts ſhall ariſe and deceiue many. And 
is not &athan now ſlrong in the he arts of 


the repꝛobates: that they will teach falſe 


doctrines. . 4 

Now what if Heretickes and Sciſma- 
tickes ſhould haue power to confirms 
their doctrine by myzacles and ſtrange 
wonders : would not many beleuc in 
them Let vs therefoꝛe as Paul taught 
the Galathians ) prepare our hearts 
that if an Angell from Peauen teach vs 
any other doctrine then that which wee 
haue receiued in the waitten wozde of 
G O D, let him bee accurſed. The Woly 
holt alſo fozetelleth vs. 2. Theſ. 2. . That 
before the comming of CHRIST to 


wudgement,fhali appeare Antichriſt with al 


us power, with fignes, and lying wonders, 
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vs hercof. That wee ſhould not wauer at 


his Prophets, his Sonne, and his Apoftlos: 


Af Sermon of 
The Holy Ghoſt doth befoze admeniſh 
euery motion, not fall aw ay at euery tryal, 


but bee conſtant, and hold faſt the Doctrine 
which wee haue teceiueꝗ from the Lord, by 


then alt hough we be tried with Beretiks 
end Stiſmatiks, and ſa me to eur ſelues 
and to others ts be loſt, vet we ſball be re⸗ 
ferned to eternall ſaluation. 4 
But ſome man may ſap, If Sathan tan 
wozke ſuch miracles, and the L 92d would 
have falſe Chꝛiſts to ariſe and woꝛk won 
ders, hoto ſhall we iudge ofa miracle that 
is done: whether it pꝛoceed from the. L oꝛd 
oꝛ from Sathan and his iniſters, from a 
god cauſe and woꝛker, oꝛ from an euill, 
and what we are to hold and thinke of the 
power of Sathan, how farre it reacheth, 
what it is able to do. anſ wer, that this is 
a bery neceſſarp point to be knowne , and 
ſ&ing we hane entred'into the handling of 
Miracles, wee will ſhew what miracles 
can bee wzopght by Sathan , wbatis his 
power,wheze it beginneth , and where it 
endeth, f | The 
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Ho therefoꝛe it remayneth to ſpeake of 
the power of ſathan. Ccrtaine it is, and we 
are to belcue it by faith, that the power ot 


GDD At is not ſo ſtrong fo large, and 


be re⸗ 


jan tan 
would 
k won 
cle that 
e.L02d 
„from a 
in euill, 
xe ot the 
acheth, 
xt this 1s 
one, and 
ndling of 
miracles 
vat is his 
where it 
1 * 


The 


Sathan - not equall to the power of - 


ſo wide du ts every wap infinitly lefſe: 
there is o compariſon betweene that 
which is infintte , and that which is finite. 
Il we compare it with god Angels, it wil 
be leſſe then ſome, end greater then other 
ſome, as after ward we ſhall moze plaine- 
ly ſee : but if wee compare it with the 
power of man, it is far re grrater cuery 
way : but vet wee muſt know that it is a 
finite and natur all power, not ſuperna⸗ 
farall;fo2 then none could bee ſaur d: it is 
mighty, bat vet not Almighty . But that 
we may better conceive of it, let vs ſee 
wherefnitlyeth. Al the power that Sa. 
than hath,conſieth in two points: Firſt in 
his knowledge 02 bnderffanding. 
Secondly,inhis deed, action, oz woke, 


Foz accozding as a mans knowledge: 1s 


ſuch 
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ſuch is his deed: ſo is Sathang . ag bis 

iincwicdge is great, ſo alſo his wozke 

urcat. Fo2 his knowledge it is to be conſis 

| dered whence it ariſeth, and how he com⸗ 

14 met by it, ſo hail we better iudge of the 

674 grcatneſſe thereof. Ye hath his knowledge 
by theſe mcancs that fa!low. 

Firſt from his ſpirituall Nature R oz 
by Nature ho is a Spirit, and therfoze by 
Nature hath the meaſure of knowledge 

giuen by God to a ſpirit which is greate. 
TUee know that the re is a greater mea. 
ſure of knounedge in man, then is ina 
bruce bert, by reaſon of that nature which 
the Lo2dhath giuen to man aboue beaffs, 
So the O:nell is made of a ſpiritual ſub- 
ir aite, and of that only: ſo that he hath not 
: _ t body which-may hinder him to ſ& into 
1 the nature, qualitv F operation of a ſpirit, 
* | and thcrefoze beeing a ſpirit , he hath the 
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knowletae of a ſpirit; In that the refoze 
he is a ſpirit, he hath a greater familiarity 
with our ſpirits, then otherwiſe he could 
p baue. In r gard therefoze of his nature 
Ws | | his knowledge is areat. 
Secondarilp,he meaſure of his know- 


4 ledge may bee diſcerned by * 
s 0 
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God created him a god Angell, and gaue 
hun the ſame meaſure of knowledge that 
he gaue to other Angells:Lohe therefoze 
what knowledge is in a god angell by 


; creation , the ſame knowledge is in Ha⸗ 
than by his ere ation. Jt map be that ye 


retaineth ſtill that meaſure of knowledge 
which he then receiued , albeit as it may 
be thought, that as man by his fall, loſt a 
great meaſure of that knowledge which 
her had by his creation: ſo the Dinell loſt 
a great meaſnre of his knowledge by his 
Apoſtacie from the Loz2d , Further it is 
to bee knowne, that the dinill now 
fallen, ts not of the conſultation of the 
Lo2d, as the good Angels are, foz they 
ſand alwaves befoze his face, ready to 
doe any thing that hee ſhall command 
them, foz the god of the Clect, and theres 
foe thep are of the conſultations of the 
Lo2d,but Sath mn is not fo , and therefeze 
he cannot haue ſo great knowledge as 
the» haue, which is a creat comfozf to 
thoſe Het be the true childꝛen of God. that 
ggod, Angels, by the meaſure of their - 
„ vulrdge, are moꝛe able to ſane and 
ett ud bs, then the Diuill is by the mea⸗ 
C ſure 
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ſure of his mowledge ts harme bs. | 
Thirdly , the Diuill ſince his fall, hath 
increaſed his knowledge , both on the 
things on earth,and of the wapes of God, 
by long obſernations and continuall expe ' 
rience,who hath alwapes had experimen⸗ 
tall knowledge of the nature of man: foz 
he is wel acquainted with the age of men, 
bee knoweth what be their affections, 
- what ts their nature , and what is their 
oſition, he knoweth what things be of 
fenſtue to men, he knoweth alſo what plea 
ſeth them beit in their young age, what in 
their middle age, e what in their old age. 
And as in theſe things, fo alſo hath hee er⸗ 
perience in ſupernaturall things. Foz hes 
remembzeth by whom he hath bin reſiffed 
e who will not p&ld to him. This the mul 
greatly amplifie his knowledge, (@ing he 
hath alwapes had ſuch long expe riente ol 
all things that come to paſſe. As put the 
_ caſe there were ene man aiins which 
were perfect in ſencs , in body, in minde, 
in reaſon , and mcmozy , and in all the f& 
culties both of the body and the minde, 
that had liued from the beginning of the 
Sv031d vnto this dap, and had * 
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earth, an vpright and iuſt manꝰ Sathan an  - 
ſwered : It is not for nothing that /o6 
feareth thee, haſt thou not made a hedge a- 
bout him and his houſe, and about every 
| thing which hee hath on euery fide? but 
1 | touch all that hee hath, and then ſee he- 

19 ther hee will not blaſpheme thee to thy 
face. Dathan knew well enough, that 
man will make ſhew of religion in pꝛoſ⸗ 
perity, but in aduerſity, by impattencs 
would fall awapy;Foz he&re-vpon the Lozd 
cane him liberty to afflict lob, in viſiting 
his body with lickneſſe , in taking away 
his childzen , and his gods: but whence 
bath he this knowledge? from the renels/ 
tion of the Lo2d ; he knew that lob ſhould 
bee viſited with great ſickneſſe, and looſe 
his childzen. nid his gods, when he heard 


4 


is it fromthe Loꝛd, and ſo he knoweth many 
51 - other things which are to come to paſſe, 

; | 1 and after he once knoweth them, he goeth 
g to Witches oz ſuch like, and tells them 


thereof, who likewiſe tell others of the 

75 ſame befoꝛe it comes to paſſe, e ſo deteiue 
mW . | men therebv, mating them to thinke that 

Bk thev know it of themſelues: but neither 

thep, noz the — 
8 0 
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buf by reuelation of the 1 ON D bnto 
Sathan. 

Fiftly , Sathan hath another excellent 
meanes to increaſe his knowledge which 
the Loꝛd hath alſa granted vnto men: foz 


they know what is to come by the Reue 


lation of the Pꝛophets: fo2 if there be any 
curſe belonging to the people, the Pꝛo⸗ 
phets do denounce the ſame, and make the 
people to know thereof, by the pzeaching 
of the wozd: whereas therefoze the wozd - 


is pꝛeached, there is Sathan pꝛeſent: hee 
| obſerneth the doctrine, whether it bee of 


power to bzing men from the kingdsme 


ok darkeneſle, to the Lozd : from finne vn- 


to repentance, Jf it bee, then is hee moſt 


buſte, either to Cop it from the Care, oꝛ 


to pull it out ofthe heart, if they haue 
once receiued it, as Math. 13.19. By this 


meanes therefoze he increaſeth his now. 


ledge, that he map wozke moze conertly 
and bs the leſte diſcerned: foꝛ he can turne 
him-ſelfe into an Angel of light. 

Hirtly, hee hath pet another meanes 


to increaſe his knowledge, and that is by 


the obſeruation ofnatarallcanſes. Jf vou 


ſpeake of an Aſtronomer, hee can tell that 


C 3 veſt: 
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&cff 2 if vte ſpcake of an Aﬀrologer,, ber is 
moſt comning therein. Pea that which 
men g fl; ac, and as it were groape at in 
theÞdarke , hee beholdeth and. knoweth 
mot certatnely,and can tell any thing that 
8 — to rome to paſſe by the coutſe of the 
tatres, and other naturall cauſes, 3f we 
Yr ake ofknawledge in the Artes , there 
is none comparable to him: her is moth 
- (kilfull in all the tongues, and there is no 
time that is hidde from him. So that by 
theſe meanss her hath. wonderfully in- 
creaſed his knowledge. 
But ſome map lay: Hath he knowledge 
tu. my thing , in which the god Angells 
haue no knowledge? Ho, foz they ars as 
diligent foꝛ the faination of the godly , as 
he is foz their deſtruction. pſal.91.1 1. God 
gineth his Angels charge to kepe Chailt x 
all that are his, in al thcir wates nay they 
pitch their Tents about him that.feareth 
the Loꝛd to kep him on enery fide,that no 
harme befall him any wap. And therfoze 
as (one as Sathan had left of tempting 
Ch2il the god Angells came x miniffred 
vnto him all things that were cequiſit fo; 
him in this life. But doth not 8 
[| 


| 
( 
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knowledge ſerue to the wozking of a mi⸗ 
racle: No: fo2 it is a fimte knowledge, and - 
therefoze cannot p2oduce any miracle, foz 
every true miracle is wzought by an am⸗ 
nipotent power. | 

The ſecond thing wherein Satans pow- 
er doth confift in his action, oꝛ bis dixde, 
which as his knowledge is great, ſo it is - 
likewiſe great. Let bs therefoze ſ& his ac- 
tions. The derd of perſwading is great,foz 
he moned Cain contrarp to his knowledge 
and contrary to nature, not onely to reuile 
his bzother, but to kill him, hee talked not 
with Caine, but by motions and perſwaſt- 
ons in his heart did allure him therebnts. 
But it appeareth moze great in his firſt 
action ag ainſt man-kind,as when be came 
to our firff parents in the fo:me of a Ser- 
pent which argueth his great power, that 
he can tranſfoʒme himſelf into ſuch a crea 
ture, and abuſe the tongue of a Serpent ta 
that end) S we read of his actions alſo in 
Exodus, when Moſes w2ought miractes b - 
faze Pharaoh bp the finger of God. Satan 
alſo by his Enchanters did wozke p ſame 
my2zacles , vet not true miracles , be- 
cauſe they did them not by the finger of 

C 4 God, 
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God, but by the power of ſathan, Bo alſo 
. Samuell. 28. ſathan comes to a witch, and 
would alſo tell þ witch what ſucceſſe Saul 
| ſhould haue in his battaile that he toke in 
| is | yand, hee came in the ſhape of Samuell, ſa 
19 that Saul thought he had bin Samuell. So 
1 - alſo would hee talke familiarly with men 
4: BC therefoze the Loꝛd gaue a law, that if aup 
4: BB one conſulted with a familiar fpirit, hee 
| Could die, which law had bens in vaine, 
if none had conſulted familiarly with him. 

So hee was a lper inthe month of all 

the falle P2ophets, although they them 

ſelues did not at that time perceiue it. 50 

hee poſſeſſed mens bodies, as in the Tol- 

/ pell , when our Sautonr had caſt him out 
ih ot a man, hee ſtraight wap went into a 
i heard of Swine, and cuen fo hee is able 
5 ts dzaw mens bodies after bim. e map 
alſo ſ& his power by a compariſon with 
the god Angels, 2. Kings. 19. An Angel! of 
the Lord ſle an hundreth and 85000.men 
| of Zenacheribs Hoſt in one night, Now the 
144 ſame power is in Sathan by bis creation, 
4 which hereby appeareth to be very great. 
So when he carried Chꝛiſts body vppon a 


pinnacle o the Temple & vp into a movn- 
taine 
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taine to fempt him. And Acts. 16. 19.there 
were exo2ciſtes that would cal fozth Di⸗ 
nels in the name of Jeſus, but the enell 
ſpirit. in the man, ranne on them, and o⸗ 
uer-came them, ſo that they fled out of 
the houſe naked, and wounded, It is ther⸗ 
foꝛe certaine,that ſathan is of a wonder⸗ 
fall power, and that the childzen of God 

haue often- times tried, both in them⸗ 

ſelnes and alſs in others. Amongſt many 
other 3 remember one that is woꝛthy re« 
membrance, 

There was a man in Geneus, who fœ : 
ling ſome⸗th ing to fallout contrary to his 
minde, and foz diners cauſes which is not 
n&dfull to repeate, blaſphemed God t de- 
ſcred that if there were any Dincls they 
might come and take him away, who was 
pꝛeſently in the avze, g neuer heard of af- 
ter, ſaue onlv that his tap fell off his head, 
which ſheweth thatſathan hath great pow⸗ 
er: this teacheth vs that men muſt not be 
tate leſſe, but muft lo e fo themſelucs. For 
Sat an is aroating Lion ſecking who he may 
ſooueſt deuoute: watch therefore and pray, 
eatt yee fall in o temptation. Bnt it ſat ans 
power bo ſo great, how comes it topaſſe, 

that 
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that many men do ſo well in this woztd- x 
anſwere this power is barred and limit⸗ 


ted by the Loꝛd, and that by two eſpeciali 


limits. The firſt limit, is his Nature, foꝛ 
dee is not able to doe auy thing then that 
which his naturall diſpolfftion will permit 
and ſuffer, The ſecond limit is, the will 
of GO D: foꝛ he can do nothing again 
the will of G O D. Except the Lozd doe 
either permit him 02 command him, hee 
5 not able to doe any thing at all. As it 
is alſo in other creatures , the waters 
” Gould by nature oner-flowe the whole 
earth, pet they doe not betauſe it is the 
will of G O D. So alſo is it with ſathan; 
as appeareth , when the Lozd gaue him 
power of all lobs gods, bepond the Lo2ds 
will hee could not goe , foz the LORD 
will not ſaffer him fo doe any thing to 
his Childꝛen: but onely that which ſhall 
tend to their good. Art thou in miſery, oz 
in any dangerous diffreſſe, wherein thou 
art moſt ſabiect to the crueltp of Sathan 2 
bee of god comfozt, Sathan is limitted, 
hee cannot hoe anp thing to ther, but 
onely that which the Lo2d commandeth 
zum. But may not Sa aus Enolvledgo 
and 
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and power be vſed? J anſwere it may, 
G O D vſeth it inpuniſhing , trying, and 
tozreaing his child en. Agavne tiz - 


poſtles vſed his power, foꝛ thep haue de- . 


liuered men to Hathan as Paul diode. 1. 
Tim, 1. 20. Himeneus, and Alexander, # as 
her would haue done the inceſtnons Co- 
rinths. But map not a man vſc it in famili- 
ar ſozt, in talking, bargaining 4 conſulting = 
with Sathan? No. This is foꝛbidden Deu. 
18, Leuit. 20. wwe are commaunded to re- 
fit the Diuell, and to flie from him, wee 
muſt not therefoze conſult with him. He 
map oftentimes tell the truth, but wee 
mul not accept it. Chꝛiſt gane vs example 
bereof,fo2 he ſapd, that CHRIST was the 
Sonne of GOD, which was a truth, vet 
Cnet commaunded him to bee ſi⸗ 
lent, to teach vs, that the truth is not to be 
receined from him, foꝛ he is the Father of 
lies. Pere then all men are foꝛbidden to 
ſeke vnto ſatan, to know any truth what- 
ſoeuer. And therfoze hereby we condemne 
thoſe that vſe witcherp , by the counſe ll of 
lathan: and in the fozmer places, the ve; 
tp action of conſulting with ſatan, though 
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the party : J would this law were eſta⸗ 
bliſhed in all all Chꝛiſtian Churches, then 
there would not bee fo many witches in 
that kinde, as now there are. 4 confcllg 
indeede, there bee ſome which bee counted 
witches, which indeede are not, as namely 
thoſe which hurt Catile, as Oren, Moꝛſe. 
Swine, oz ſuch line: 92 elſe Childꝛen, not 
» from the counſell of ſathan, but by the tra⸗ 
ditions of other women, bo poiſaning them 
in dooing nathiige but vſing the natural 
cauſes thereof. Thoſe J would haue puni⸗ 
ſched, vet not in the name of witches, but in 
the name ol murthererg. & ome men think 
- that they may ouer rule Sathan by toniu⸗ 
ration, in vſing this preparation, which is 
ſet downe by (cine of late, that they muff 
make a Ctrcic, and in it mike Triangles, 
Qnadzangles, aud Croſſes, and ſpeake 
cettaine woꝛds as ſaping tbe Pater noſter, 
and many other (ach like thinges, that they 


map tail vp ſathan in what ſhape they wil, 


and hee vll appeare and do foz them, that 
which thep defire. Fut is ſathan a friend ot 
theirs? can any ſuch things make him obe⸗ 
dient to man? Dooſt thou thinke that 
thoa canſt guet ule him by this meanes ! 


No 


Deren 


neancs ? 
No 


— —— 


No ſurcly , but hee rather by this meanes 
deceiueth the, and ali that are of thine 
opinion. And thus he deceineth them that 


- ble Characters. Bo there bee Charmes 


bſed to get awap the Wead- iche, and 
Toth-ach. Gut doth the Charme get it 
away? No, ſath in knowerh befoze that 
thy Head : ach ſhall doe away, and there- 
foze tàuſeth the to uſe that Charme, and 
thereby would maue the to aſcrile it to 
the Charme. 

But when ſatran whiſpereth men in 
their eares, how ihall they tnow whether 
it be her, oꝛ à god angell that ſpeaketh to 
them? J anſwerc: there be dinerle mani⸗ 


feſt tokens, whereby thou maiell diſcerne 


this. 

Firlt the Loꝛd doth not now vſe ſuch 
meanes to reuc ale his will ento men: thou 
art therefozc , alwap to ſuſpect it to bee of 
ſathan | 

Decondlp, if it be a god angel thou mai⸗ 
eſf know by this: foꝛ if it be a god angell, it 
will tell thæ, either at firſt oꝛ at laſt, what 
it is, and foꝛ what it tommeth, and from 
whence, as in times paſt the god angels 
hewed themſelues to Abraham and Lot. 


Thirdlv 
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Thirdly, if it bea good Angell, her wil 


allure the to keepe the wzitten. wozd of 
God. ik he dos not, then ſuſpect him. 


The vſe. 


Che dle of all this doctrine is to lead vs 
vnto God, to acknowledge him to be our 
onely Lozd and Sauiour, and to imbzace, 
the Donne of God, as our King. In all 
things therfoze we mut go vnto him. 

But whereas it isſayd : How can 4 
man that is a ſinner doe ſuch miracles ? it 
map be aſked whether Gods enemies can 
wozke any miracles? I anſwere: H that 

woꝛketh is not agaiuſt Thyeilk , but with 
him: and we ſc that thoſe which indeauo⸗ 
red, Acts. 16. to woke a miracle could not. 

And there was a diſſention among them. 

- + Perein wee ſ& that the Lozd doth ſo 
woꝛke, that Ch2iſf and his doe find fauotir 
among their enemies, and that by their 
viffention among them⸗ſelues. Here wer 

- ſep Schiſme is nepther a note of a falſe 
Church, noꝛ vet of a true Church, here it 

is in a falſe. Church Schiſme ariſeth of the 
dfacrſify of knowledge and nn, — 
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men: foʒ all men haue not one knowledge 
and iudgement, ond all ſ& not the truth, 
and if they ſhould, yet all hane not the 
like peeld ing affection there vnto. Wee are 
therefoze to pꝛepare our ſelnes to miete 
with ſchilmes, loz it is neceſlarp that there 
ſhould be Hereſtes, 1. Cor. 11.10. and 
that in the Church of God, that 
thoſe which are app;a- 
ued might ber 
knowne, 
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